
BSW Overview 

BSW Mission and Goals 

The mission of the Bachelor of Social Work degree program is to provide students with the knowledge, 

skills, values, and interests to promote human and community well-being through public service and 

entry-level generalist social work practice. The JSU BSW Program will guide students with a personal and 

environmental construct, a global perspective, respect for human diversity, and knowledge based on 

scientific inquiry.  

The JSU BSW Program will instill in students the quest for social and economic justice; the prevention of 

conditions that limit human rights; the elimination of poverty, and the enhancement of the quality of life 

for all persons. Through partnerships of service and with a central focus of being a regionally responsive, 

community-based, and practice-centered program guided by social work ethics and values, the program 

also seeks to provide leadership to social work practice and education in the community, state, region, 

and the nation. 

 

The purpose of the social work profession is to promote human and community well-being. Social work 

educators serve their profession through their teaching, scholarship, and service. Social work education, 

at the baccalaureate, master's, and doctoral levels, shapes the profession's future through the education 

of competent specialists, the generation of knowledge, and the exercise of leadership within 

the business community. 

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK (BSW). Students completing the BSW degree will be prepared for entry-

level generalist social work practice. The BSW degree requires 120 hours.  

The GENERAL STUDIES REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BSW DEGREE total 60 hours:  

Area I. Written Composition—EH 101 and EH 102 = 6 hours.  

Area II. Humanities and Fine Arts—two literature courses (EH 201, 202, 203, 204, 219, 220, 231 or 232); 

EH 141; and one course from the arts (ART 202, MU 233, FL 101, or DR 242) = 12 hours.  

Area III. Natural Sciences and Mathematics—BY 101, 102, 103, and 104, and MS 110, 112, or higher = 11 

hours.  

Area IV. History, Social, and Behavioral Sciences—HY 101 and HY 102 or HY 201 and HY 202; PSY 201; 

and SY 221 = 12 hours.  

Area V. Pre-professional, Major, and Elective Courses—EC 221 or 222; PSC 100; MS 204; CS 201; one 

course from the following (FCS 215, HPE 212, MSC 115, or HPE 109); and four hours of general electives 

= 19 hours.  

The requirements for a Bachelor of Social Work degree include 54 semester hours of social work 

courses. The following 39 hours of social work courses are required: SW 330, 332, 350, 360, 380, 381, 

390, 391, 448, 449, and 450. Introduction to Social Work (SW 330) is a prerequisite for all social work 

classes required for the major except SW 370 and 371.  



Students will get their remaining 15 hours in social work by taking five social work elective courses from 

among the following: SW 300, 333, 334, 335, 336, 338, 339, 340, 343, 365, 370, 371, 392, 395, 399, 441, 

442, 443, 445, 446, and 447.  

Students working on a BSW degree are not required to have a minor in another academic discipline. 

Social work majors must earn a minimum of “C” or better in each of the social work courses.  

Eligibility for the BSW Program requires passage of at least 48 semester hours (including MS 110, 112, or 

higher and MS 204), a 2.25 overall GPA, a grade of “C” or better in SW 330 (Introduction to Social Work), 

successful completion of SW 390, and a passing score on the English Competency Exam.  

Eligibility applications for the Bachelor of Social Work degree program are distributed to students 

enrolled in SW 390. This application should be submitted to the program secretary upon completion of 

SW 390. (No student can take SW 391 without eligibility for the BSW program.) Students denied 

eligibility are encouraged to complete the application as soon as they meet the requirements and return 

it to the secretary for the BSW program on the third floor of Brewer Hall. Students must have been 

formally determined as eligible for the social work program before taking SW 391, 448, 449, and 450. 

Students must maintain a 2.50 GPA in social work and a 2.25 GPA overall in order to graduate.  


